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JEVS and Mural Arts Program Celebrate 

Mental Retardation Awareness Month with 

Mural Dedication in Germantown
Philadelphia – JEVS Community Collaborative (5521 Wayne Avenue) and the Philadelphia Department of Recreation Mural Arts Program (MAP) celebrated Mental Retardation Awareness Month on March 25, 2004 with the dedication of the mural, “Ability to Fly,” a metaphor for overcoming disabilities.  

“Ability to Fly” was painted by Ana Uribe, an artist from MAP, with assistance from adults with developmental disabilities who participate in the JEVS program.  The mural was created to enhance visibility for the organization within the community and increase emphasis on community integration.

The mural dedication included a presentation and open house of JEVS Community Collaborative, a blossoming community center where people with disabilities and members of the community can grow and learn together.  The presentation included Cathy Harris, director of Community Murals at MAP, Robin Mack, director of Community Support Services at JEVS, Jay Spector, CEO and President of JEVS, and Ana Uribe, the artist.  

JEVS Community Collaborative offers day programming for adults with mental retardation that includes recreational, social and cultural activities in addition to fitness, movement therapy and horticulture, with special emphasis on activities for older adults.

The Philadelphia Department of Recreation Mural Arts Program is a public art program that works in partnership with community residents, grassroots organizations, government agencies, educational institutions, corporations and philanthropies to design and create murals of enduring value while actively engaging youth in the process.  Since its inception in 1984, the Mural Arts Program has completed more than 2,300 indoor and outdoor murals through Philadelphia - more murals than any other public art program in the nation.   
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