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Orleans Tech Culinary Students Get a Taste for 
Feeding the Hungry During Passover Season

Students to prepare 100 pints of soup and 
deliver to “Cook for a Friend” program on April 6

Northeast Philadelphia – As the Passover holiday nears, students in JEVS-Orleans Technical Institute’s (OTI) culinary training program are making sure homebound seniors in Northeast Philadelphia will not go hungry. The chefs-in-training are taking part in a city-wide mitzvah (meaning “an act of kindness or a good deed”) project called “Jewish Mama Soup-a-Rama” in which kosher soup is being prepared and delivered to the Northeast-based JCC Klein Branch’s “Cook for a Friend” meals delivery program. 
Orleans Tech culinary trainees will cook three kinds of nutritious soup—including a different spin on matzoh ball soup—totaling 100 pints for those in need. “Our students like getting involved in community events and volunteer opportunities,” said Chef Jeff Gray, Orleans Tech’s culinary instructor, “because it gives them a chance to apply the lessons from our kitchen-classroom to the real world. This project is meaningful to our community.”    


Vegetables and other ingredients are being donated to OTI’s project by the Brown’s Family ShopRite of Bensalem.  


Instructors and non-culinary students at Orleans Tech will sample the soups and pick their favorite, and the winning soup will be entered in a “taste-off” contest at JCC Klein on May 7. OTI students will compete against congregations, organizations, youth groups and day schools for the coveted Jewish Mama Soup-a-Rama “Golden Ladle Award.” The mitzvah project and contest are organized by the Merion Station, Pa.-based Adath Israel’s Mitzvah Makers (a committee that promotes and engages in service and mitzvah projects within the community) in cooperation with the Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia’s Mitzvah Project Task Force. The goal of this project is to produce an unprecedented amount of soup (10,000 pints) for the “Cook for a Friend” program while providing much needed funds for the Mitzvah Food Pantry.
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