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Deputy Mayor Israel Colon speaks at Philadelphia World Refugee Day Celebration

Philadelphia celebrates contributions of local refugees
PHILADELPHIA – The United Nations General Assembly has designated June 20 as World Refugee Day to recognize refugees’ achievements in the face of adversity and celebrate refugees’ contributions throughout the world. JEVS Center for New Americans partnered with HIAS and Council Migration Service of Philadelphia and ten other local organizations to present this year’s celebration at International House of Philadelphia. 
This year’s keynote speaker was Deputy Mayor Israel Colon, Director of Multicultural Affairs for the City of Philadelphia. He spoke about the important role refugees play in increasing not only the population of Philadelphia, but also the cultural diversity of the city. Some of that diversity was on display, as the audience heard stories of refugees from China, Liberia and Burma and enjoyed cultural performances from Liberian singer Twaleh Geply, Cambodian dancers Lanica Angpak and Linda Son, and Russian choir Furgenign (translates to “For the soul”).
The event also acknowledged special people in the community who dedicate themselves to giving refugees visibility and help them with their new way of life. Matthew Peterson, Editor of Progress Newspapers, Inc. received recognition for his work at The Far Northeast Citizen-Sentinel, which is partially printed in Russian and includes news and photos of interest to the Russian community in Northeast Philadelphia. He has also given free advertising space to some refugee assistance programs in the city.
Owen Elder, Employee Relations Manager at Mountaire Farms in Millsboro, Delaware, also received acknowledgement for Mountaire’s hiring and working with refugees. Mountaire Farms has hired ten individuals from JEVS Center for New Americans since the start of their relationship six months ago. New Americans who work for Mountaire Farms receive benefits that include ESL classes both on company time and after work hours, 45 days of free housing, free relocation services, assistance in finding permanent housing, a $500 bonus for furnishing housing, and transportation to and from work.
The ten agencies that co-sponsored Philadelphia World Refugee Day are The African Cultural Alliance of North America (ACANA), Children’s Crisis Treatment Center’s West African Refugee Assistance Program (Tamaa), Lutheran Children and Family Service (LCFS) of Eastern Pennsylvania, Nationalities Service Center (NSC), The New World Association of Emigrants from Eastern Europe (New World Association, NWA), The Pennsylvania Immigration and Citizenship Coalition (PICC), Southeast Asian Mutual Assistance Association Coalition, Inc. (SEAMAAC), The Welcoming Center for New Pennsylvanians, The Women's Opportunity Resource Center (WORC), and The YWCA of Bucks County
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