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Conducting a Job Search during Turbulent Times
By Robert Rosania, JEVS Career Strategies

During a recession, it’s important for those conducting a job search to be prepared for the challenges that await them. The good news is that the more prepared you are to conduct your search, the more successful you will be. The following ten tips will help you prepare more effectively:

1. Have a Strategy. An effective strategy may include taking the following actions:
· Network, Network, Network!  Let as many people as possible know that you are looking for work. 
· Use the Internet. Use large all-purpose sites (e.g., Monster.com, CareerBuilder.com), as well as niche sites that are specific to an industry or field (e.g., dice.com for IT positions). 
· Use the Open Market. Consider looking in newspapers, journals, and government listings. 
· Contact Recruiters. Contact recruiters or agencies to assist in your search. 
2. Develop your Network. Networking is about building relationships, not a one-time activity. Think about who should be a part of your network; what organizations you should join; and what events you should attend. 

3. Use the Internet Wisely. Research specific companies, professions and industries on the Internet.
4. Target Companies and Industries. Identify specific companies and industries on which you want to focus. Use the Internet to keep abreast of what is happening at these organizations and use your network to help gain a “foot in the door.”
5. Understand Your Financial Needs. Discuss issues like salary requirements, possible lifestyle changes, and imminent life decisions with those you trust and who have a stake in your search. 
6. Assess Your Skills. Determine whether you have the skills to compete for the types of positions you want. If not, consider getting the appropriate training and/or education to make you more competitive.
7. Think Before Making a Move. Think twice before making a move during difficult economic times, unless you are sure you have a position to go to or have the financial means to do so. 
8. Update Your Resume. Make sure your resume reflects what you want to do, not just all the things you have done. Your resume should be targeted toward your objective and include accomplishments and results.
9. Keep Active While Searching. Exercise and eat wisely while conducting your search. Do not spend your days and nights sitting at the computer. Consider volunteer work while searching for your next job. 
10. Think Positively. This is a critical component of any successful search. People do not hire, nor help, people who are negative or angry. If you are struggling with such emotions, it may be wise to seek help from friends or a professional.
JEVS Career Strategies offers a wide range of career services to help individuals weather the current economic storm. Part of JEVS Human Services, we are not an employment agency but one of the largest nonprofit organizations in the Delaware Valley. Our service fees are based on a sliding scale dependent upon income; people come first, not profit. For more information, please contact us at cs@jevs.org or 215-854-1874, or visit us at www.jevshumanservices.org. 
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